Executive Summary

Meridian Township
Greenspace Plan

Implementation Guidelines

The central plan and surrounding
callouts show how the components
of the plan can be used to establish
the greenspace network in a
variety of places and conditions.
The central graphic illustrates an
area typical of Meridian Township,
with a combination of new
residential development, existing
commerical development, and

Legend

- Priority Conservation Corridor:
undeveloped, protected openspace

Maintained landscape: lawns, business

frontages, ornamental plantings, swales

- Farmland

Impervious surface: parking lots

- Public park

Scenic Road Corridors

Scenic Road Corridors are roads in Meridian Township that are canopied, tree-lined, or afford
beautiful views of the natural resources of the Township. Inclusion of Scenic Road Corridors in the
plan is intended to protect the character of the roadway and the views the roadway affords.

Development is set
back 150 ft. from
the road where
appropriate and
changes in natural
topography are
utilized to preserve

Supplemental
plantings of native
species can buffer
the sidewalk from
private residences
and define
transition

Areas of Special Concern

Fragile Links and Restoration Opportunities

Areas of Special Concern include corridors within the greenspace network that are fragmented
or narrow corridors surrounded by heavily developed areas. These provide restoration
opportunities where weak linkages can be restored between two hubs to create a stronger
ecological system. The following diagrams show an example of a stream corridor that runs
through a heavily developed area along side the parking lot of a large store. The fragile nature
of the corridor can be alleviated through redesign of the parking lot and restoration of the

corridor. o
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maintaining healthy wildlife populations. The plan also identifies scenic roadways with views of
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Off-Road Corridors

An important part of the Greenspace

Plan is the expansion of the v e W
independent pathway system separate extends into the dlear zone
from the road system. Off-road Y

corridors include rail-to-trail corridors
and paths through parks and new
developments. If designed and

Road/Path Intersections

Intersections must be designed to provide wway /
clear information and guidance to both S - —_ —

road and path users as they approach the Rural intersection
crossing. This includes:

On-Road Corridors

A "non-motorized zone"
comprised of a bike lane, a
buffer zone with street trees,
and a sidewalk should be
established along both sides of
collectors and arterials.

This property owner owns a portion of the
PCC which is protected through
conservation easements and/or deed
restrictions that limit uses of the property.

Here, the corridor is community open space, either
owned by a neighborhood association or the
township. The township should work with the
community to educate homeowners who live
adjacent to the corridor and help the community set The township should work closely with these
up voluntary stewardship activities for interested types of land owners to ensure compliance
residents. and educate the owners on voluntary
stewardship measures.
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accommodate shared uses including bikers,
walkers, strollers, in-line skaters, and people in
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Whether the surface of the path is asphalt, crushed limestone fines or other material, it should have a solid base and
positive drainage as the path may have maintenance vehicles on it at all times of the year. The vegetation along the trail
should be regularly trimmed and mowed to maintain a clear zone around the trail.

Asphalt or concrete should be used for the portion
of the trail that intersects the road to cut down on
debris from the road shoulder.

accomodate bicycle travel. 2733 total

Private Property stopping near

Private Property overlapping
edge of priority conservation

Priority Conservation Area

Community Open Space




