Maps for People Who Walk and Bike

The Greenway

Collaborative, Inc.

Grand Region Pedestrian and Bicycle
Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 29, 2015

Norman Cox, PLA, ASLA
The Greenway Collaborative, Inc.
norm@greenwaycollab.com




Walking # Bicycling

— Vastly different trip
distances and scales

Purpose

— Sell a concept

— Trip planning
— Navigating
— Education
— Marketing
Maps lie — they distort the real word to
_ promote a particular point of view
Audience

A good map has an aesthetic appeal that
manipulates the reader into seeing the
word from the map’s perspective

— General public

— Expert




“ Two General Types of Maps
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* Prescriptive

Go here; trust me ©

One size fits all

Simple and easy to
understand

Informational

This is what Is here

You decide based on
current conditions and
your skills

Lepend

¥ e Crean Shap
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g or B catonul

Complex and can be _
overwhelming Also hybrid maps

May not have much to Your liability may increase the more
show prescriptive the map is




“ Digital vs. Printed

Print

One scale

Ultimate control of
medium

Doesn’t run out of
batteries

Short useful life

Digital

Can be unlimited scale

Limited control of
medium

Something unexpected
will happen

Easy to update

Constantly changing

@ Garfield Park Walking Routes

S Quigley Blvd Sw R
= Burton St SW 2 ( j
H— 1l Burton St S|
E s Garfield Park Lodge & Neighborhood Association =
El Z | £ Cutler St5W u
3 Cutlerstsw =3 { E
& sl 5 Andre St SW & =
@ 5 | Andre St SE
2 4 | Garfield Park B @ 0
i Burton Midile sdfiiznd st sw E | g i by
Kirtland St sw.  Purten Midge schioo g @ : ¢ 7 ¢ Winchell StSE
(] =1 =) o =L =,
@ Sutton St SW @ z 4 @ 3
= M? z - o = )5 o Hoyt St SE
S Burton Woods (Garfield Pafk Nature Center) ™ ™ ©® 4w
% Bannes =W (=) | b 'T-" : ) SR TR Ottillia 5t SE
g Baylis 5tsW E Hobart 5t SE .
= Deming St SE
\ . - §  Withey 5t SE a
\ (W swold St SE Griswaold St SE
\ Alger St SE
=\ x -
2 \ Plaster Creek Family Park = Real Food Cafi
> W =3
ES @ tord Dr SE
-l b =
%) Ei
. § 3
Mart StSW "0-Sha pr ¢ % B usts
Rosemary 5t SE
C ,ooéilac ‘e Rosemary St SE @
Meerse 5t SE e
Terminal | 5t 5w

)
S gnrw 200 M L——0 1 Map data 2015 Google | Terms

PDF Map (English) PDF Map (Espafiol)

You can print a digital map and post a
printed map on-line

Both have their place — don’t see either

going away



Web Page Version
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“ Scale is Everything

« So where are you
walking or biking to?

e Can you see to the level
you need to make a
decision

Maps are designed for

different uses and may
be sequential

— An overview may help
you pick a route or tour

— A detailed map may
help you navigate the
actual route




9 Livingston & Oaldand Recommended Trips
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Island Lake State Recreation Area

5.4 miles, 2.5 hours, 1 pertage

Click on river segments of map features for more
information.

more
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Informational

Requires sourcing a
number of different GIS
datasets

Challenging to maintain

Dual purpose map

— Promote bicycling

— ldentify gaps

Uses “stop light” color
scheme to for traffic

Is a multi-county map really a useful scale
for navigation by bicycle?

NQ! Better for trip planning and a
foundation for planning
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M Even with detailed inset maps it
can be difficult to show
“everything you want to show




“ St. Clair Bridge to Bay Trail

Needs to show the
existing trail and
suggested routes where
there is a gap in the trail

Also highlights points of
interest along the way

Is a county too large a
scale to be useful when
It comes to navigating?

— Probably

— Would require a large
map
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ﬂ City of Ann Arbor

Brand new!

Informational map

City scales on the front
and county on the back

Would you hang this on
the wall in your back
hall?

— Nice map for other
things as well

Is it useful to plot out a
route to an unfamiliar
destination?

Would you carry this with
you when you bike
around town?
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“ Springboro Pocket Bike Map

« Size of a Credit Card €D BraneE

S veeeore ol i §

SUGGESTED BIKE ROUTES
Steep incdng Bk Lane Shamoa

High Traific Rand _— e, A

Moderate Troffic Aoad b3

Lo Traffic Aoad

Hybrid Prescriptive and
Informational Map

Bnbcipated Compleman

DF-Road Shared-use Path

[ —
POINTS OF INTEREST:

Designed for easy e
access and reference
while on a bike ride

— Small, not to hard to
handle in the wind

— Cheep — not a big deal
to update, city is adding
new facilities each year

Will complement signed .
bike route system Uses a graphic legend
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“ Downtown Flint Walking Map

Purpose was to show
people that all of the key
destinations are actually
within walking distance

Also wanted to promote
local businesses

Highlights key
destinations

Color coded by district

Provides walking times
and distances for each
segment of the
recommended route

‘\) Downtown Flint Approximate Walking Times and Distances

See Enlarged Section On the Other Side of the Map

Bicycle and Pedestrian Path
Walkway

® Parking

School

N Park and Recreation Areas
I Do it
I Usiversity of Michigan - Flint
Mott Community College
Flint Cultural Center
Kettering University

Approximate Walking Times and Distances

On average,. it takes
between 20 and 25
minutes to walk a mile, Morthbank
not accounting for District
delays from stop signs,
traffic signals or traffic.

Kettering

University U of M Flint

Kearsley
Park & Mott

Community
College
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 Bike map recently got
much better

Trails

Dirt/unpaved trails
QEW)

Dedicated lanes

Bicycle-friendly roads

« Often Not Accurate, a g aE it il
relies on citizen editors e A T~ e ¢ cas

iberty
i

Getting your Google Map up to date
Should be a priority

e Limited Detall

Use Google Map Maker to get your routes
on Google Maps

Familiar resource to many people



“ Google Navigation
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“ Crowdsourcing Information

You have an army of
people at your disposal

Lots of options

Can integrate your own
information as part of the
background map

Good way to identify
problem areas

Need to verify
information

Can be expanded to a
discussion of what is
missing as well

Huron River
WATER TRAIL

Home Mapped Comments «

The Huron River Water Trail is a 104-mile (167 km) inland paddling trail connecting people to the river's natural
environment, its history and the communities it touches in Michigan's Lower Peninsula. Please share your
experience of the river below and let us know what could be done to make your next trip more enjoyable. Add your
comment to the map.

u Add a comment to this map by zooming and clicking on the location for your comment
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Name (required)
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ﬂ There’s an App for That

(] ]
« GR Walk developed by et

Calvin College Students

Guided walking fours of

Grand Rapids right in
e Uses GPSto pU” up the palm of your hand.

content

« Users select tours then ;
download files ; =

About this Tour

This tour gives glimpses into the historical
development of life around the Grand River,
including the bridges, people, and places
that surround it.

Start Tour



“ Utilize the Apps that Exist

9 Martin Luther King Park Walking Routes

There are lots of apps
available that track
running, walking and
bicycling routes

— Strava

— MapMyWalk (Run,
Ride, Fitness)

Many of these apps
provide information on
distance, direction,
grade, and time

Google My Maps may
also be used to map out
a route
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u What Else Goes on a Map? e

. >
Safety Information

Ride with Trattle Ride in a Stralght L

Motorists are ‘H | and Aveld Car Dool

looking :

Photographs v |

on the wrong E ‘ doors can

side of the seriously

road. State law injure cyclists. e g
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Turns
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iew From Behind) Make Left Turns Saffety Be Careful et Cressings
F Hand signals should be givento ~ There are Bicyclists
I n O I I atl O n 0 n Oca alert motorists, pedestrians and two ways 111 should yield Ito
other bikers of your intentions. to make a 3 through traffic
left turn. at midblock

walking and bicycling

crosswalks.

Keep to the Right and ~ DLike?

Car: signal,
Cl u bS Ride only twe Abreast move into
Keep as far to the right as the left turn “ wmmm Mmmm
practical, moving left to avoid lane apd - B

hazards and to position yourself  turn I
. . in the appropriate designated Bl CYCLE SAFETY

LInkS to Other Onllne through or turn lanes. No more @L!ke o ] ]
than two straigh In general, bicyclists on public roadways have the same rights and

resources “ br'f*"l'r'f@d ;;?;i: responsibilities as automobile drivers and are subject to the same
shou riae .

U side byside state laws and ordinances. For everyone’s safety please observe

on a pubic car:zh the following safety tips.
roadway. mergin Wear a helmet

Use a bell or horn

Wear bright,
reflective clothing

Use white
headlight at night

Use flashing
red rear light
at night

Use Wheel
Reflectors




u Public Display Maps

 Not everyone will have a
printed map or a phone
app handy

* Excellent way to
Introduce a system

* Place strategically and
link to resources

08/01/2014

River Trip Briefing:
et hgata ol

rgo to Gall

Need to balance the quality and durability
of the presentation against the lifespan of

the map. Systems that use a frame
facilitate easy updates.




u Few Parting Thoughts

ROOSEVELT PARK

The underlying data is

J Golden Shoe Walking Routes

the key to all maps mukble i

Updating and managing

the data is the biggest
PDF Map (Espafiol

challenge

Local is where it is at

Print vs. digital is not an

either or question A Proposal for Your Consideration
Make it attractive This group, via its agency updates, could
Make it Usefl be the keeper of ﬁl/la;zs\/la on-line Google

Keep it current This data is accessible and may be

Capitalize on existing downloaded by anyone. A few designated
resources individuals could have editing privileges.




Questions?

Grand Region Pedestrian and Bicycle
Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 29, 2015

Norman Cox, PLA, ASLA
The Greenway Collaborative, Inc.
norm@greenwaycollab.com

The Greenway

Collaborative, Inc.
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